
 

 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

  8:30  Coffee 

Fellowship 

9:00  Traditional 

Worship 

10:10  Children’s 

Music/Sunday 

School for all ages 

11:15  Ignite 

Contemporary 

Worship 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   
 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

 

2016 10,000 Hours  

Miracle Offering 

For the past three year the Dako-
tas Annual Conference has collect-

ed a Miracle Offering during the annual conference ses-
sion – a gathering of United Methodist clergy and laity 

from across both states. 

The theme of the 2016 Annual Conference session – tak-
ing place June 9-11 in Sioux Falls, SD – is “Living Gener-

ously: Unleashing God’s Gift’s.”  This year’s offering, 
“10,000 Hours Miracle Offering,” has both a hands-on 

and financial component.   We invite you and your con-
gregation to live generously by investing your time to 

impact lives through our conference ministries.  We in-
vite generous giving by investing in opportunities for you 
and adults to explore ministry through our Elisha Project. 

The hope is to have 10 people from each church pledging 
10 hours of service to one of the conference ministries 

and to raise $100,000 to fund 10,000 hours of internship. 

More information can be found on the Dakotas Confer-
ence web site at dakotasumc.org. 

Wesley UMC has been asked to provide a lead gift to the 
10,000 Hours of Internships offering to support the Elisha 
Project.  Help us make that possible by making a dona-
tion by May 29 so that a check can be taken to the Dako-
tas Annual Conference on June 9.  Just note “ intern-
ships” or “Elisha” on your check.  In support of this offer-
ing, the Wesley UMC Endowment Foundation has 
offered to match the donations up to a total of $1500.   



 

 

Birthdays 

  1   Brianna  Myrold 

  2   Taylor Holm 

       Rachel Iiams 

  3   Duane Sandwick 

  5   Carole Bischoff 

       Janet Christianson 

       Andrew Darling 

       Diane Ferguson 

       John Nordlie 

  6   Jim Faircloth 

  8   Taylor Just 

       Greg Wicken 

       Doug Williams 

  9   Sandy Dittus 

       Elizabeth Jossart 

       Tuesday Just 

       Megan Spaeth 

10   Cody Aarvig 

       Dorothy Lindberg 

11   Elaine Smith 

12   Helen Emery 

13   Erin Clow 

       Kristen Clow 

       Ethan Reed 

       Sharon Stewart 

14   Johanna Dittus 

       Linda Juntunen 

       Bailey Just 

16   Kayleigh Blake 

18   Emily Beaton 

21   James Juntunen 

  Elena Rash 

22  Vanessa Guseman 

       Bill Kerzman 

       Lonnie Lamberson 

23  Bob Boyd 

       Erin Hager 

24  Melissa Nordlie 

25  Brooke Van Looy 

26  John Galegher Jr. 

       James  McConnell 

       Natalya Reed 

       Kathy Tretter 

27   Krystal Ipsen 

28  Lisa Gores 

       Emolyn Skinner 

29  Alice Darling 

       James Johnson 

       George Wogaman 

30  Denise Ellis 

  Ethan Rash 

31   Sheila Galegher 

       Craig Goetz 

       Matthew Yaeger 

Anniversaries 

  5  Barb & Ben Holien 

20  Greg & Anne       
  Bryson 

26 Jacob & Jamie Rash 

29  Joel & Michele Iiams 



 

 A note from The 

PAstor  

“10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be 
no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind 
and the same purpose.” 1 Corinthians 1:10 
“29 Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is 
useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may 
give grace to those who hear.” Ephesians 4:29 
Not too long ago our congregation gathered together in the 
sanctuary to pray, discern, and vote on what we believed would be 
a set of guiding prescriptions that would lead us toward the goal of 
becoming a more vital congregation. There was energy and 
excitement there, and for just a moment our entire church was of 
one mind. Those prescriptions passed with a unanimous vote, 
something that is unheard of in the MCCI. (I’m told we are only 
the second church since the program began to have such a result.) 
I was excited, but I was also a little nervous. There’s a big 

difference between saying, “Yes, we want to do this,” and actually doing it. Things tend to get a 
little harrier when the rubber hits the road. 
What followed were meetings with various coaches, and conversations with parishioners, and an 
opportunity for everyone to sign up to be a part of a team that they were passionate about. Some of 
those teams got up and running quickly, others are still waiting to discern what our next step will 
be. For me personally, it has been exciting and frustrating at the same time. While our lobby/
welcome area/fellowship team had many great ideas, we quickly realized that we needed an experts 
opinion on some of the things we’d like to see happen. Our signage team jumped in feet first only 
to realize how crazy our building is, and that it wasn’t going to be easy to try to figure out all the 
path finding that needed to happen. Our declutter team came together and quickly felt 
overwhelmed by all that needed to be done, unsure even where to begin. Even our social media 
team, which has done some tremendous work, realized that our plan to officially launch our Ignite 
service was woefully underdeveloped. 
In addition to all those things, there have been rumors, and conversations, and a few negative 
comments running throughout our congregation that have stymied our progress and taken the wind 
out of our sails. It’s always unfortunate when words of grace are not at the center of our 
conversations with fellow members of our faith body—those words that seek to build up and 
understand, rather than tear down. 
I’ve also come to realize the importance of transparency in the work we do. Perhaps we would be 
in a better place if we had shared more fully our vision for the work that is happening. From this 
time forward my goal will be to make sure folks involved with these decisions are informed and 
heard. 
With that in mind, I’d like to share my thoughts on why things are moving the direction they are 
and the purpose behind decisions that have been made. Our mission, which we adopted with that 
unanimous vote, is, “To make new disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 
This is our guiding principle, the reason we exist, that which drives us. The changes that are 
happening around us as we implement the MCCI are not meant to belittle our past, or disregard  
all that has been and is now, but rather we are building on our incredible heritage of innovative and 
creative ministry to provide a church that will exist well beyond our lifetime. When we commit 
ourselves to making new disciples, we are saying that we want to provide a church where folks 
who have never set foot in our community feel welcome, valued, and invited. Yes, this means that 
some things have to change. It means creating spaces that speak to more than just the insiders. It 

also means creating spaces where our history and heritage can be valued and remembered. Per our 
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MCCI prescriptions, we are working on such spaces. 
Our goal in the MCCI is not to disregard who we are as Wesley United Methodist Church, 
but to widen the circle so that others can come in and see how amazing our church is. The 
last couple of Sundays I have left feeling excited, energized, and ready to work. Honestly, I 
haven’t felt that way in a while. I was initially overwhelmed by our prescriptions to the 
point of almost being paralyzed. Perhaps I was even afraid of what might happen if we 
started to truly live into those prescriptions. But after the last month or so, I have left 
thinking that Wesley, when it comes to churches in our community, is perhaps the best 
kept secret in Grand Forks. Folks, it’s time to let others in on what is going on at Wesley. I 
truly believe that we are poised to bring a new generation of folks to Christ. If we can find 
a way to be of one mind once again, God will do things with this church that are larger than 
even our greatest dreams. 
Would you pray with me: God of heaven and earth, you are the one who calls us to be your 
church; your hands and your feet. You have called us to make new disciples for Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world. Help us to be of one mind, once spirit, and one 
body as we seek to live into this call. Lord, take away our words that are hurtful and serve 
only to tear down. Instead, put in their place words of grace, compassion, and mercy. Help 
us recognize that each one of us, though we may have various thoughts and opinions, are 
doing our best to serve and honor you. We pray this in the name of the one who calls us to 
come, and follow, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Peace, 
 

 

Pastor Howie 
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Wesley United Methodist Church 
Minutes for Church Council and Finance Meetings. 

March 21 2016 @ 7:00pm – Library 
Present: Pastor Howie Baird, Penny Millspaugh, Berniece Holm, George Wogaman, 

Doug Williams, John Galegher, Duane Sandwick, Judy Christy, Steve Schlasner 

Absent: Katie Stoley, Jessica Zerr, Ryan Zerr 

Opening Prayer  was led by Pastor Howie  

Those present recited our Purpose – Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world.  

Devotions – presented by Pastor Howie, based on Hebrews 11; the “faith chapter” reminding 

us that God has been faithful since the beginning; and lists things that we do by faith.  

Church Council members will be beginning a book study next month.  Books will be available 

to pick up this Sunday, March 27. Council members are asked to please read 1st chapter for 

the April 18 meeting. 

Finance Meeting  - Doug Williams, chair & John Galegher, treasurer 

- A fund has been set up in our bookkeeping system to set aside 16% of donations to 

the general fund each week for apportionments; after looking closely at the budget 

for 2016 and with some realignment &  re-evaluation, we are still about $20,000 

short in expenses vs. income for 2016; In December, a budget was approved for 3 

months  to be revisited in March. 

- -update on finances; year-to-date $ 62,000 has been received in offering, just about 

on budget for what we expect to take in by this time of year. 

- Looking at balance sheet – John pointed out a new pass-through account for appor-

tionments.  The number to pay attention to is the General Fund balance acct. for 

what can be spent for non-designated expenses;  

- John presented new budget for 2016 with changes -- increase in expected pledges & 

gifts; the funds from investments designated to pay for insurance are listed as a new 
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(continued) 
  

 account for this year only; the sec/bookkeeper position salary change will save about 

$11,000; youth leader is now volunteer as well as nursery;  snow removal budget was 

decreased some and is the only expense change other than staffing.  With those 

changes, we are about  $23,000 short of what we planned to spend for doing ministry 

this year;  

- If we do have increased offering of the $23,000, also need to add 16% of that for 

apportionments. 

- A question was raised about whether quarterly statements could include more infor-

mation about what has been contributed and spent & what the need is for next quar-

ter?  Try to keep people more aware of what is needed.  What can we do to motivate 

people to donate? What mission and ministry are we spending money on?   

- Doug moved to vote; George seconded; revised budget was approved. 

Council Meeting—Called to order-by Penny Millspaugh, chair 

 Approval of February minutes -- John moved to accept; Doug seconded; approved with a 

couple of spelling corrections.  Corrected copy will be printed in the April newsletter. 

II. Reports 

     a. Finance - John G. did briefly report on IRS late fees that have been paid that were denied 

being waived by the IRS. 

     b. Trustees—Duane (Dewey) - bid from Sterling/CarpetOne for 3rd floor windows with 3 

options that range from $19,000 to $21,221. Trustees approved option #3.  Asking council to 

approve using $40,000 of the Ameriprise investment account to also have some additional 

funds to take care of other smaller projects.  Penny spoke to the reasoning that at a later time 

we will need to have a capital campaign for some MCCI projects when we have a better picture 

of those expenses rather that several smaller fund raising efforts.  Questions about taking that 

much right now rather than taking it out in parts as needed.  Maybe leave some in the account 

to keep earning interest.  After much discussion, there was a motion by Doug to take to author-

ize Trustees to use $25,000 at this time for the window project.  It was seconded and approved. 

Suggestion by Dewey at trustees to set up an emergency fund to cover expenses not covered by 

other budget items; this could be set up as a sub-fund under Building Our Future fund.  

    c. Staff Parish—Ryan – not here, no report 

 III.  Other Old Business 

IV. New Business 

John moved to approve funds from Birthday for Missions fund for $100 donations to UMCOR 

to be sent with 2 people from Wesley going to the Conference mission trip to Sager Brown 

UMCOR depot in June.  Approved.  They will also need to have background checks done; 

approved that we pay for that as well.  

Berniece reported that UMW will be hosting Focus Day on April 9; waiting for replies from 

other Upper Valley UMW’s.   

V.   Pastor’s Report and Closing thoughts– Pastor Howie 

 MCCI update – Howie shared story about a new visitor’s experience in coming to Wesley& 

why we do what we do for the work of building God’s kingdom; officially launching ignite 

service this Sunday on Easter; some temporary signs going up; lobby team has met and has 

ideas; have met with architect and she will work on ideas; things are moving ahead.   

Adjourned at about 8:20 pm 

Next meeting – Monday, April 18, 2016 

Minutes submitted by Judy Christy, sub-secretary 



 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many ways that you can participate in the life and ministries of  

Wesley Church! 

How can I Help? 

1. By Sharing your Prayers  

Prayer Focus for May: The General Conference of the United 

Methodist Church 

          (See back page for additional prayers) 
 

2. By sharing your presence, time & talents 

This month, we say Thank You to: 

- All who have helped with Sunday morning worship by serving 

as Welcome Teams, Lay Readers, Communion Preparers and Servers, Sound 

Board Monitors, Nursery Helpers, and by providing special music for our Sunday 

worship services.  

- Those who serve on Church Council, Board of Trustees, Staff-Parish Relations 

Committee, Finance Committee, Memorial Committee, and in all other leadership 

roles within our church 

- Wesley Quilters for making quilts to donate to RRVCA’s Shelter House. 

- and those who: 

- have provided meals for the Young Adult/College-Age group or for  

  Youth Group 

- are serving on a team working on our MCCI prescriptions 

- are helping plan, organize and lead activities for our youth 

- lead Sunday school classes or help in other ways with our Christian education 

program 

- help provide, prepare, serve and cleanup for Sunday coffee fellowship and 

 provide cookies, other treats or coffee 

- polish brass offering plates, candle holders, etc., and fill the oil candles 

- count the weekly offering 

- care for and water the plants inside the church building 

- Participated in the Camp Sunday Chili cook-off by bringing chili or other food 

items, or by attending and helping raise funds for camp scholarships. 

  

And thank you to the many others who share their time with our 

church and community in ways that we do not always know 

about. 
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On-line giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our web 

site at gfwesley.org.  Click on 

the “online giving” tab and fol-

low the steps to “make a dona-

tion”.  Or 

simply scan 

the QR 

code below.   

 

We thank 

you for 

your  

support! 

3.  By sharing your gifts, such as 

- Donation to the Dakotas  

  Conference Miracle Offering 

- Funding for the continuation of the   

 Bakken Oil Rush Ministry at 

https://www.gofundme.com/wbvrxxxw 

- Additional contribution to the  

 general fund of Wesley UMC. 

- Batting for the Quilting Group. 

- UMCOR kit supplies—especially  

 School and health kit items 

- Funds for church building updating/ 

 repair projects. 

 

Volunteer Needs for this Month: 

- Welcome Team at 9:00 Traditional 

 & 11:15 Ignite worship services 

- Lay readers at the 9:00 am  

 Traditional worship service 

- Help polish brass candles, offering 

 plates, etc. 

         

 Offering Received 

             2015      2016 

Prepaid 

Pledges         $14,372.06       $6,200.00  

January       $19,922.87     $23,572.45 

February       $18,656.71       $20,562.68 

March            $21,336.78     $22,926.89 

April        $29,236.40   $20,286.17 

   Total          $103,524.82      $93,548.19

  

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                      

                      April 3      88 + 61 = 149 
      April 10  80 + 50 = 130 
      April 17  81 + 52 = 133 
      April 24  86 + 40 = 126 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  

          April 3   37 

      April 10   32 

      April 17   37 

      April 24   38 
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The Youth are keeping busy.  They contributed to the early 
morning Easter service and helped with the Sunday School 

children’s Easter egg hunt.  They’ve been studying Bible vers-
es and even participated in a Bible verse war --  Maddie My-
rold and Zak Ness came in first, followed closely by Patrick 

Lamberson, Skylar Gilberts and Emily Whaley.   They will be 
preparing May baskets for deliveries to the nursing homes 

the upcoming two Sundays.  They will meet at 3:30 on  

May 1.  There is no Youth on Sunday, May 8 or May 15.  We will conclude 
Youth with a family swim/pizza party at  

Splasher’s Water Park at the Canad Inn on May 22.  A separate letter regarding 
the family swim/pizza party will be coming in a separate letter to the parents.  If 

anyone has questions or concerns, please see Pastor Howie, Marge Myrold, or 
Kellie Burgess. 

Sunday School Celebration! 
It’s been a good year of Sunday school! We 
pray that children, youth and adults have 
been blessed by the time they have shared on 
Sunday mornings.  
The last day this spring for all 

Sunday school classes will be May 15. Sunday 
school attendance recognition and teacher/staff 
appreciation will be held on Sunday, May 22 fol-
lowing the 9:00 worship service with a time of 
refreshments and fellowship.   

Congratulations to our 2016 confirmands!  These three young 

adults have been learning throughout this past school year and 

are now ready to become members of Wesley UMC.  On May 

15, at the 9:00 worship service, Maddie Myrold, Skylar Gil-

berts and George Whaley will be confirmed and received into 

membership.  To celebrate with them, you are invited to a reception in their  

honor following the 9:00 service on the May 15 in the Fellowship Room. 
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Wesley United Methodist Women are looking 
for donations of single china dinner plates with 
different designs and a matching cup if possi-
ble, but not necessary. They will be kept at the 

church for special gatherings. Thank you. Check out rummage sales for 
possibly locating. 

UMC General Conference 
This month, May 10-20, the United Methodist Church will hold its 
quadrennial General Conference in Portland, Oregon.  As the pri-
mary legislative body it is the only entity with the authority to 
speak on behalf of the entire United Methodist Church. During the 
meeting of the General Conference a variety of issues facing the 
denomination will be discussed and voted on by a body of dele-
gates that consists of clergy and laity.  Two lay and two clergy per-
sons will be attending as representatives of our Dakota’s Confer-

ence.  

Do you know someone graduating in your family. We would 

love to recognize their accomplishment.  Let us know who in 

your family is graduating  and from where.  If you have a college 

graduate in your family please let us know the degree they have earned.  

Please let the church office know by calling 701 772-1869. 

We will once again be hosting Sidewalk  
Sonday School/Fun in the Son this summer at 

Richards West Park with Zion UMC.  Most 
likely it will be held the week of July 31-Aug 
5.  We would like to encourage all children 
ages 3 -12 from Wesley and Zion UMCs to 

attend and to bring a friend. It will be a great time to make new 
friends and have fun while serving in the community and learn-
ing more about Jesus through songs, crafts, games, and stories. 
Watch for more details in Sunday bulletins and the next couple 

newsletters including ways in which you can help.  
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HEY LADIES!  YES YOU! 

I’d like you to select a day to visit the quilters. 
I am not asking for a weekly commitment.  I’d like you to see 
you don’t need to use a machine.  You are not given a job.  
You see if there’s a job you would like to do. You decide if you 

would like to help once a month, twice a month, once a week or not at all.  
There’s a great fellowship you are missing out on.  Come Wednesdays at 
1:30, leave according to your schedule.  TRY IT! You don’t know what you 
are missing 
Coordinator: Helen DeMaster , 701 772-3584 

 
UMCOR needs health kits. Please help us com-
plete 40 kits. They will be sent to Sager Brown 
Depot in Louisiana as part of the Dakotas Con-
ference mission trip June 4-12. 
Two members of Wesley UMC,   

Helen DeMaster and Billie Dixon, will be part of the team. 
 

We need the following items:  
 26 hand towels 

15" x 25" to 17"x 27" 
kitchen, cleaning and microfiber towels not acceptable 

40 combs 
comb needs to be sturdy and longer than 6" 
no pocket combs or picks, please 
rattail combs and combs without handles are acceptable with 
a minimum of 6" of teeth 

32 metal nail files or clippers 
no emery boards, please 

31 bath-size soaps 
3 oz. and larger sizes only 
no Ivory or Jergens soap due to moisture content 
do not remove from original packaging 

6 adhesive bandages  
¾" to 1" size 
common household Band-Aids 

$40 for toothpaste 
Please bring your items or cash donations to the church by Sunday, 
May 29.   
Thank you! 



 

 

The Sunday School year is coming to an end.  The last time 
your children will sing is  Sunday, May 15 at the 9:00 a.m. 
service.  (This is a change from the May 8th date).  Please 
continue to bring your children to Sunday School music as 
the song they are learning is complicated and they could 
use the practice time!  Thanks – Kellie Burgess , Children’s 
Music Leader 
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May 17  

@ 7:00 p.m. 

At Wesley UMC 

Book:  Good Daughter                       

By Jasmin Darznik 
 

New members are always welcome!  

For questions, call Pat Henry at  

701 775-5904 

or email @ pathenry@gra.midco.net 

You can register for camp on line and check out all of the 
Dakotas Camping information at dakcamps.org.  When you 
are registering your child or youth, remember that Wesley 
UMC will pay one half of the Early Bird fee—call the church 
office for a special code to enter.  Additional funds above 
the 50% may be available if needed – please talk to Pastor 

Howie.  There are many camps to choose from, including a family camp led by 
Pastor Howie and his family at Storm Mountain center in the Black Hills of 
South Dakota on  June 17-19. 

  

 

 

Please remember to con-

tinue to save Box-Tops for 

Education, Campbell’s 

soup labels, and pop tabs.  

There are containers in the 

kitchenette off the lobby. 

Thank you.  

Congratulations to Richard Millspaugh 
(OWW…OWW…OWW – Hottest Chili) and Erik 
Myrold (MMM…MMM…MMM best-tasting chili)!   

Thanks to all who made and brought chili or oth-
er items for the 3rd Annual Wesley Chili Cook-
Off.  The proceeds from the free-will offering for 
the meal will go towards our Camp Scholarship 
Fund and will enable more children and youth to 
be able to attend a Dakotas United Methodist 
camp this summer. Also, about $700 was raised 
for Camp Scholarships.  Thank you!  



 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
Check out the Newsletter online at: www.gfwesley.org 
 

Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 

Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Pastor: ............................................... Reverend Howie Baird 
Coordinator of Lay Ministries/bookkeeper: …...Judy Christy 
Choir Director/Organist: ............................ Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: .................................... Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..………………………………………………Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 
12 times each year to keep members and friends informed of 
programs of the church and to report news about the Wesley 
family.  

For our Prayers --- 
 We offer our heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends of 

Darlene Hinsz who passed away on April 6 and whose memorial 

service was held on April 11.   

A Memorial service for Ellen Gray, who passed away on March 26, 

will be held May 7, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. at Amundson’s Funeral 

Home.  Visitation will be held 1 hour prior to the start of the 

service. 
 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities: 

At Parkwood:  Jean Beach, Virgil Haake, Beulah Hodges, Emolyn Skinner, Lois Weisser; 

At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s parents; At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol, Carol 

Clark, Dean Hruska; At Mapleview Memory Care:  Phyllis Sand;  At Good Samaritan, 

East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel & Charlene Kotts.  Verle Ralston is no longer at Good 

Samaritan in EGF.  If anyone knows of a new address, please contact the church office.   
 

At Home:  Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat Klokstad, Carolyn 
Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father. 
 

If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 
monthly prayer list, please email them to gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  
 If you are interested in being part of a prayer group that will meet at the church to 
pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on Sunday mornings or shared on 

prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie or Penny Millspaugh. 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep up 

with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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